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Nicaragua: Hill Concern on
Objectives PerSISts

By Patrick E. Tyler
wazhington Post B! Writer
Seeking to defuse reports that the
| Reagan administration is trying to
topple Nicaragua’s Sandinista gov-
ernment, CIA Director William J.
- Casey has told key members of Con-
gress that the administration’s chief
| objective in supporting covert oper-
| ations against Nicaragua is sboppmg
| thoﬂowofarmstoguemllaforcesm
nearby El Sa.lvadé)rap - ‘Hxll
According to SOUrces
familiar with Casey's closed-door:
briefings during December to con-
- gressional committees overseeing
US. intelligence activities, his assur-
ances satisfied some members and
prompted no major protests, but left
& number of questions. unresolved. -
. The uppermost concern expreosed
'bv oversight committee members i8
whether the United States can avoid
& deepening ‘military and paramil-
itary involvement - in Central Amer-
ica when g:!lietmumg vt:iw:eupport
Nicaraguan exile groups open-
ly stated goal is the overthrow of the
current Sandinista Jeadership.
Questioning Casey’s contention
that the administration is doing this
only to interdict arms traffic to Sal-

vad errillas,

. woggtgucommm::e gnxd,
'Youean’tsetpeopletofq;htfor
interdicting arms. .

: 'ma pohcy umﬂu:t was \mder.

scored by statements of genior State
Department officials as recently as
November indicating that arms in-
terdiction had become a secondary
goal in the admuustratlons strategy
for Nicaragus. _
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These" officials told members of

Congress and reporters in back.
ground briefings that the adminis-

tration’s primary goal was to isolate
and pressure the Sandinista govern-

ment until it becomes more demo-
cratic and gives up some control to’

‘more moderate political . forces in thed

country

Rﬁactmg to reportswof esca.aungf

CIA activity against Nicaragua, Con-

gress banned any US. support. for
. the overthraw the Nwaraguan
' government. - e

Casey successfully lobbmd eongms
sional leaders to tone down the lan--

gxmgeoftheprohibxtmnandleave

the CIA free to continue giving-

money and other supporttoaevem!%
thousand Nicaraguan exiles based in.
camps ‘along the Honduran border‘-«
andmsxdeNicamgua. .

These groups cond\wt\what ad-
ministration officials have character-
ized es “harassment” in raids against
~Nicaraguan militiamen in the -coun-
,try’s spmely populated northem,

_Dec. 2, 1981,apresldentxal“ﬁndmg"
mqmrodunderﬁeNahonalSeumty
:acttomshfyuamatternfhwand

»Nxcaraguan eampmgn'one of the'
leastsacretcovertoperabonsmCIA‘
'hmtory An “assessment -of the pro-"
gram, according to officials who have
monitored it, indicates that the ad--
mmxstrauonhasachlmd

Jited results: . IR

B e s - P N

STAT

STAT

-~ . prh'e:* - oy
‘continues to pmde log'nstxcal sup-
,.port to the supply of arms to Salva-
doran guerrillas.” The . Sandinista’
.leadership continues its close ties
‘Wlth Cubs, and has made no discer-
“nible move toward - accepting a U.S.
. demand -that -Nicaragua ‘redtice the -
Zsive of its. large ‘standing army and
militia forces before negotiating im-

pmvedrelahonsthhtthmted
Statas.

through Honduras
b the Salavadomn frontier are bet-

-tet - protected ‘against arms traffic,
g.uenﬂ]ares‘upplyxssﬁllac&vem

'Theeﬁ‘ortsofooaraguanexﬂe
glbupstonmtemanattmcuveal-
tematxvetothepresentSandmmta
ragmeeontmmtobehamtrungby
an, over-representation of former na-
tianal _guardsmen who ‘served the
gavernment -of :the’ late Gen. Anas-
tasio. Somoza“and by the refusal of
oneofthemostpopularaxﬂelead
ers,; Eden Pastora; to join them. * -

o A planned 1000~manpammﬂ
itary force, -described in- the CIA% "
proposal to Reagan in “November,
198L”m¢°rsmngtrammgmh-

Falklandldandswar,dmmgwhmh
the United States provided support
anummltﬁghtapmtAW‘
Jine, the . commitment "to"
working with the US. covert forces .
Easbeenhmﬁedtopmdmgabom
three dozen advisers to exile groups.
" “T don't see where we've accom-'
plished a demn thing,” said one. con- -
gressxonalcnhcremwxngthempact
of the CIA program.
Theonlymeasureofmmceesm
the  Nicaraguan . campaign = was.

R

v



